AtomicInternet
Persuasive Speech
SPEE 101


GENERAL PURPOSE: To persuade
SPECIFIC PURPOSE: To persuade my audience to help reduce vehicle gasoline usage.
CENTRAL IDEA: I will examine the benefits of reducing gasoline usage and persuade the audience to reduce theirs.
INTRODUCTION

Attention:
I. Attention Getter: Did you know that just by driving differently you can realize a 20-30% savings on fuel while at the same time helping reduce pollution?

II. Topic Introduction:  With gas prices always rising, and the environment becoming more polluted, it’s important to make an effort in reducing your gasoline use.


III. Credibility: After researching the amount of fuel used to keep our countries passenger vehicles running, and the amount of pollution they contribute, I believe fuel economy is a concern we should all have.


IV. Central Idea: Saving gas through driving habits and vehicle choice will help save money and reduce waste.


V. Preview: I will first explain why we need to help improve overall fuel economy, second, describe ways to realize improvements, and finally discuss additional benefits of saving fuel.
BODY

Need:
I. The need for better fuel economy in passenger vehicles has become increasingly important.


A. The reason that most directly affects everyone is rising fuel costs.


1. With a limited amount of gasoline on the planet, gas prices will go nowhere but up.


2. The best way to combat increased fuel prices is to buy less gas.


3. Avoiding unnecessary trips and increasing your fuel economy are the best ways to reduce your gasoline purchases.


4. According to the book “Easy ways to save Gas and Money” by Mel Leiding published 2000, a person who gets just 13 miles per gallon and drives 15,000 miles per year uses 1,154 gallons of gas. At $1.60 per gallon this equals $1,846. Increasing that mileage to 26 mpg will save $923 a year.


B. Increased gasoline consumption means more pollution in the air.


1. Our environment is increasingly subjected to more and more pollutants.  


2. Increased carbon dioxide emissions are believed to cause global climate change, and reduce the quality of our air.


3. In April of 1997, The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s National Vehicle and Fuel Emissions Laboratory released a report on Annual Emissions and Fuel Consumption for an “Average” Passenger Vehicle.  The report found that an “average” passenger car contributed 10,000lbs of carbon dioxide per year, and an “average” light truck contributed 16,800lbs.


C. With the recent conflicts in the Middle East, our dependence on foreign oil to feed our gasoline needs becomes more apparent.


1. According to the report “U.S. Oil Import Dependence and How it Can be Reduced” by the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy, published in 1993, 43% of our oil is imported into the country with a projected cost of $100 billion.


2. This dependence on foreign oil affects foreign policy decisions and results in price hikes during times of doubt, such as was seen for a few days after 9/11.

TRANSITION: How can you help to increase your fuel economy?  

Satisfaction:

II. There are many ways to get more miles out of your gasoline.


A. The easiest (and free) way to improve fuel economy is to change your driving habits.


1. The previously cited book “Easy ways to save Gas and Money” lists ways you can change your driving habits to get better fuel economy.


a) By keeping a good distance in city traffic, and staying aware of traffic lights ahead, you can eliminate excessive braking and acceleration.


b) When driving in hilly terrain, avoid cruise control.  Instead, keep a constant pressure on the accelerator and allow the car to slow as it climbs a hill.


c) Keep your speed down.  Most vehicles achieve maximum fuel economy on the highway between 55 and 65mph.  Speeds over 65 cause a dramatic decrease in fuel economy.


d) Turn off accessories when not required.  Air conditioning and defrost both run the vehicles compressor, which robs power from the engine.


e) Check your tire pressure regularly.  Low tire pressure increases rolling resistance which makes the engine work harder to move your car.


f) Keep your idle time to a minimum.  If your engine will be idling for more than 10 seconds turning it off will save gas.  Also limit your warm-up time to 30 seconds.

B. Regular vehicle maintenance also helps ensure  your car is running at its optimum efficiency, especially if you have an older car.


1. An ignition diagnostic will pinpoint any possible misfire conditions that can cause wasted fuel.


2. If your vehicle seems to be taking a long time to warm up, your thermostat may need to be replaced.  A cold engine is much less efficient than one running at operating temperature.


3. As mentioned in a previous, wonderfully done speech, proper wheel alignment also plays a significant part in your fuel economy.


C. When buying your next car, keep fuel economy in mind.


1. When shopping for a vehicle, only buy as much as you need.


2. Instead of buying a full-size SUV, consider a van or station wagon, which achieve higher fuel economy while still allowing large passenger capacity.


3. Smaller cars with smaller engines require less fuel, and therefore cost less to operate, produce fewer emissions, and generally cost less to purchase.  If you are the only one who drives your car during your commute, consider a second smaller vehicle with better fuel economy.  You’ll save gas, and mileage on your primary car.

TRANSITION: Now that you know how to get better fuel economy, let’s look at some of the additional benefits.

Visualization:


III. There are both personal and financial benefits to getting better fuel economy.

A. Knowing that you are helping the environment and saving money is a good feeling.  Everyone likes to feel good about themselves, right?


B. The IRS Website accessed November 21st 2002 has an article titled “Deduction for Clean-Fuel Vehicles” that offers a $2,000 tax deduction on new gas/electric passenger vehicles such as the Toyota Prius, Honda Insight, and upcoming Ford SMART.


C. An easy way to monitor your fuel economy is each time you fill up your tank, reset your trip odometer.  Then, the next time you fill up divide the number of miles by the gallons of fuel you used to fill up.  That number is your miles per gallon.  Just by monitoring this number you will notice yourself making an effort to raise it.
CONSLUSION
Action:
I. Signal and Review: In summary, I believe it is up to each of us to help boost our national fuel economy.

II. Call to Action: I ask that you monitor your driving habits, and when you purchase your next vehicle, keep fuel economy in your mind.

III. Tie to Intro: If we all make an effort, our gasoline consumption and emissions will drop.

IV. Analysis/Memorable Statement: With a limited gasoline supply, and increasing environmental concerns about passenger vehicle emissions, fuel economy is everyone’s responsibility.
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